DU Dance (NI) Youth Steering Group Meeting 

DATE:
8th September 2024 at The MAC, Belfast.
Attending: Mags with Steering Group (SG) Leo, Oisin, Tierna, Saoirse, Rory and Noah.

	Agenda Item
	Action 

	1. Apologies: Molly, Rebecca, Paulina & Kitti

	

	2. Members updates: 
All agreed to stay as part of the Steering Group for another year.

Oisin, Leo and Rory may have limited availability because of exams, but they will let us know in advance of any meetings they can not attend

Group agreed to invite Julia and Nikita from Sutemos, Dungannon, to join the Steering Group for the next meeting.


	Mags – to contact Julia and Nikita to invite them to the next SG meeting

	3. Youth Engagement Project Update:   
Feedback from SHIFT – all who took part loved the experience.  They got a lot from the residential aspect of the event.  They would like to have more say in the creation of the work.  Suggest a committee or project Steering Group who would act as reps’ for smaller groups in gathering ideas and feedback to the Artistic team.

Full discussion on SHIFT and on the impact of this type of work generally followed.  Aspects of ‘ what is ethical’ and ‘who are the ethical and non ethical companies’, ‘what the arts can do’ and ‘what we all can do’.


	

	4. Company plans:   
Mags updated on plans for next few months
	 

	5. Steering Group future plans – 
Discussion on whether the YEP groups do too much performing and would like more time in the studio to experience without pressure.
Unanimous decision that they do not feel they do too many performances and really enjoy having a focus and something to aim for.

They suggest the company does more large scale work bringing young people together.

Suggested themes/ideas to explore included:

1. Mental Health

2. Criminality

3. Social Media pressure

4. Disability /neurodivers support

5. Confilct around the world

6. Anti refugee hate

7. Big companies funding war

8. Managing stress – coming from school/home/

Most conversation ensued on points 5,6,& 7

As a Steering Group they want to do:
residentials

More people involved

MC Unanimous

Chance to work with different dancers and dance styles (Sutemos)

Up beat, physical, punchy, faster, more (Sutemos)


	Mags to look at a residential in February half term break. 


	6. AOB: 
Order for new Steering Group sweatshirts:

Tierna – M

Noah – L

Oisin – L

Saoirse – M

Rory – L

Leo – M

	

	Date of next meeting 

Next meeting to take place at the end of November before the Day Of Dance

	


